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FYI... Region 9 might be sponsoring some of the staff to participate on the Western Workshop

Janice Alers-Garcia | Ph.D. | Physical Scientist
Office of Science and Technology, Office of Water
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20460
Phone: (202) 566-0756 | alers-garcia.janice@epa.gov

From: Alers-Garcia, Janice
Sent: Monday, March 12, 2018 2:50 PM
To: Wilson, Stephanie
Subject: Re: Nutrient workshop
Dear Ms. Wilson,

On behalf of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, we are pleased to formally invite you
to participate in a regional Numeric Nutrient Criteria Technical Workshop that is being held at
EPA’s Region 9 office in San Francisco, California, May 1-3, 2018. You are invited to
provide your scientific expertise on numeric nutrient criteria development, as well as nutrient
pollution science in general. You will be joined by our state, tribal, federal, and academic
colleagues from across EPA Regions 8, 9, and 10 who work directly on numeric nutrient
criteria development.

We are convening state, tribal, federal, and academic water quality scientists as a way of better
understanding the current state of the scientific knowledge about the environmental impacts of
nutrient pollution and to use that knowledge to catalyze future actions that can support state
water quality management of nutrient pollution under the Clean Water Act. The goals of the
workshop are three-fold: First, we seek to communicate and exchange scientific information
on the latest nutrient pollution science and numeric nutrient criteria development activities.
Second, we intend for these exchanges to lead to more in-depth technical discussions and
experiences in specific issue areas. Third, we are designing the exchanges and discussions to
lead to discrete action items that support future state and tribal efforts to develop nutrient
criteria.

To achieve these goals, we are planning a range of activities. These include oral presentations
by invited speakers, facilitated panel discussions among participants, structured group
exercises and discussions, and poster presentations on a variety of nutrient criteria topics. The
draft agenda, which is attached, captures these activities and the associated participants. We
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Western Numeric Nutrient Criteria Workshop

May 1–3, 2018

 

Meeting Location

U.S. EPA Region 9 Office

75 Hawthorn Street

San Francisco, CA 94105



Draft Agenda







		[bookmark: _Hlk507069929]DAY 1–TUESDAY, MAY 1 



		

12:00–12:20 pm

		

Welcome and Introductory Remarks

Dana Thomas, Chief, Ecological Health Processes Branch EPA Headquarters and Tomás Torres, EPA Region 9 Water Division Director 



		

12:20–12:25 pm

		

Agenda Overview and Logistics

Stephen Maurano, Water Quality Standard Coordinator, Office of Water Quality Assessment, EPA Region 9



		

12:25–12:45 pm

		

Ice Breaker—TBD





		

		Freshwater: Lakes and Reservoirs



		

12:45–4:30 pm

		

Deriving Nutrient Criteria for Lakes/Reservoirs



		

12:45–2:15 pm

		

[bookmark: _Hlk507139262]Endpoint Selection and Reducing Variability of Stressor-Response Analyses

Lester Yuan, EPA Office of Water



		[bookmark: _Hlk507077283]

2:15–3:15 pm

		

Shifts in Phytoplankton Community Structure and Function as Indication of Nutrient Pollution for Lakes and Reservoirs

Eric Hargett, Wyoming Department of Environmental Quality

Washington’s Reference Guidance Criteria

Dustin Bilhimer, Washington State Department of Ecology





		3:15–3:30 pm

		Break



		

3:30–4:00 pm

		

Lessons Learned in Establishing Numeric Nutrient Criteria on the Pyramid Lake Reservation

Kameron Morgan, Pyramid Lake Paiute



		

4:00–4:30 pm

		

Group Discussion: Next Steps to Advance Nutrient Criteria Development for Lakes

Tina Laidlaw, Regional Nutrient Criteria Coordinator, Region 8 Water Quality Unit -Montana Office, EPA Region 8





		4:30-5:30 pm

		Placeholder for Overarching Presentations by Expert Scientists



		[bookmark: _Hlk507072890]

5:30 pm

		

Networking Event





		[bookmark: _Hlk507073483]DAY 2–WEDNESDAY, MAY 2 



		

		Freshwater: Rivers and Streams 



		8:30 am–12:00 pm

		Deriving Numeric Nutrient Criteria or Nutrient Thresholds for Rivers and Streams



		

8:30–10:05 am

		

Using Algal Indicators and Other Tools-Panel Discussion on the Use of Diatoms to Derive Nutrient Criteria Thresholds

Jason Pappani, Idaho Department of Environmental Quality; Aron Borok or Shannon Hubler (via webinar), Oregon Department of Environmental Quality and Dustin Bilhimer, Washington State Department of Ecology

N-STEPS Support: How to Control for Variability and Confounding Factors in Stressor Response Analysis of Nutrient and Diatom Data

Michael Paul, Tetra Tech

Algal and Macroinvertebrate Indicators of Nutrient Pollution

Jessie Maxfield, California State Board 

Exploring Ecological Indicators of Nutrient Pollution in Utah’s Headwaters

Jeff Ostermiller, Utah Department of Environmental Quality





		[bookmark: _Hlk507073210]10:05–10:20 am

		Break 



		

10:20 am–12:00 pm







		

Development of Nutrient Thresholds Derived Using Visual Algal Surveys for Wadeable Streams

Randy Pahl, Nevada Division of Environmental Protection

Researching Algal Indicators of Excess Nutrients in Arizona Streams

Patti Spindler, Arizona Department of Environmental Quality

Placeholder for Development Criteria Protective of Rivers, Streams and Downstream

Hanna Winter, Lummi Natural Resources 

Nutrient Monitoring on the Colville Indian Reservation

Bessie Wright, Confederated Tribes of the Colville Reservation 

Modelling Approaches and Challenges in Setting up Nutrient Criteria for Large Rivers

Mike Suplee, Montana Department of Environmental Quality





		12:00–1:00 pm

		Lunch



		

1:00–1:30 pm

		

Group Discussion: Challenges and Potential Solutions to the Development and Adoption of Nutrient Criteria in Rivers and Streams

Stephen Maurano, Water Quality Standards Coordinator, Office of Water Quality Assessment, EPA Region 9



		

1:30–3:30 pm 



		

Putting Numeric Nutrient Criteria and Nutrient Thresholds into Action

Group Exercise: Use of Multiple Lines of Evidence to Support Numeric Nutrient Criteria

Mike Paul, Tetra Tech





		3:30-3:45 pm 

		Break



		

3:45–4:00 pm

		

Wrap up and Action Items

Mike Paul, Tetra Tech





		4:00-5:30 pm

		EPA Marketplace Poster Presentations & Hands-on Interactive Displays

[bookmark: _GoBack]



		DAY 3–THURSDAY, MAY 3                          



		

		Putting Numeric Nutrient Criteria and Nutrient Thresholds into Action (Continued)



		

8:30–10:30 am

		

Putting Numeric Nutrient Criteria and Nutrient Thresholds into Action (continued)

Moving from Criteria Adoption to Implementation: Lessons Learned to Overcome Challenges and Misperceptions

Placeholder for a trading presentation (via webinar) TBD

Idaho (tentative)

Science-based Numeric Nutrient Criteria can be Hard to Meet: The Approaches and Challenges to Implementing them in a State Water Quality Program  

Mike Suplee, Montana Department of Environmental Quality

Placeholder for a presentation on UAAs

Raphael Mazor, Southern California Coastal Water Research Project

Placeholder for presentation

Myron Honda, Hawaii State Department of Health	

Placeholder for presentation

Gary Colegrove, Hoopa Valley Tribe



		

10:30–10:35 am

		

Ice Breaker—TBD



		[bookmark: _Hlk507073765]

10:35–11:00 am

		

Feedback and Next Steps

EPA (TBD) and volunteer state and tribal representatives



		11:00–11:15 am

		Break 











		

		Marine: Estuaries and Coastal Waters



		

11:15 am–12:00 pm

		

Estuarine Protection and Downstream Protection

Emerging HABs, HABs Toxicity and HABs Fluxes Linked to Anthropogenic Sources

Raphael M. Kudela, University of California Santa Cruz

Development of Nutrient Criteria Thresholds for Pacific Northwest Estuaries: A Case Study of Yaquina Estuary, Oregon 

Cheryl Brown, Office of Research and Development (EPA’s National Health and Environmental Effects Research Lab) 



		12:00–12:45 pm

		Working Lunch—Novel Strategies to Ensure Downstream Protection

San Francisco Estuary Efforts to Reduce Nutrient Pollution

David Senn, San Francisco Estuary Institute 

Puget Sound Nutrient Dynamics and Source Reduction Project

Dustin Bilhimer, Washington State Department of Ecology



		12:45–12:55 pm

		Break



		

12:55–1:45 pm

		

Panel and Interactive Discussion 

Use and Applicability of Nutrient Models and Other Tools to Address Nutrient Pollution

Martha Sutula, Southern California Coastal Water Research Project; Dustin Bilhimer, Washington State Department of Ecology and Cheryl Brown, Office of Research and Development (EPA’s National Health and Environmental Effects Research Lab)

Open Discussion on Technological Needs



		

1:45–2:15 pm

		

Group Discussion: Current and Future Approaches to the Reduction of Nutrient Pollution in Estuarine and Coastal Waters

Rochelle Labiosa, Water Quality Standards Nutrients Coordinator, EPA Region 10



		

2:15 pm 

		

Adjourn











expect that all invited participants will actively engage with one another, share their
experiences working on these issues, and support the development of action items we can
pursue together through collaborative efforts.

Due to resource limitations, we are not able to offer travel support to you. Given our
conversation, we expect our Regional Office will support your participation. As I mentioned,
we are able to include you in a group hotel reservation, which should help in limiting your
expenses. In the coming weeks our contractor, Tetra Tech, will contact you to provide
additional logistical information. Should you have any questions about your participation or
logistics, please do not hesitate to contact either of us.

As a trusted colleague, we appreciate your consideration to participate and look forward to
your contributions to these important issues.

Sincerely,

Rochelle Labiosa, Ph.D., U.S. EPA, Region 10, Office of Water and Wetlands, Workshop Co-
Chair

Janice Alers-Garcia, Ph.D., U.S. EPA, Office of Water, Office of Science and Technology,
Workshop Co-Chair

Stephen Maurano, M.S., U.S. EPA, Region 9, Office of Water Quality Assessment, Water
Quality Standards Coordinator

Janice Alers-Garcia | Ph.D. | Physical Scientist Office of Science and Technology, Office of
Water U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Washington, DC
20460

Phone: (202) 566-0756 | alers-garcia.janice@epa.gov

From: Wilson, Stephanie
Sent: Monday, March 12, 2018 11:07:02 AM
To: Alers-Garcia, Janice
Subject: RE: Nutrient workshop
Janice,
Thanks so much for the update. Below is my contact info. Stephanie



From: Alers-Garcia, Janice 
Sent: Monday, March 12, 2018 7:55 AM
To: Maurano, Stephen <Maurano.Stephen@epa.gov>
Cc: Wilson, Stephanie <Wilson.Stephanie@epa.gov>
Subject: Re: Nutrient workshop
Stephen and Stephanie,
Good morning. Clair Meehan -our meeting support coordinator at TT- is planning to send out a
logistics sheet to workshop participants early this week and to start contacting sponsored
participants to make their travel arrangements. We are currently trying to solve a couple of
issues with the hotel registration process -and are hoping to have these under control today.
Therefore, as soon as these are worked out and TT sends out the logistic sheets, all
participants can go ahead and make their lodging reservations. I have Randy Pahl as the
sponsored participant for NV (this means that TT will help him book his travel, etc.) and will be
happy to add Stephanie as an attendee. We have reserved a block of hotel rooms that all
workshop participants (this means that even those participants non-sponsored by EPA will be
able to access the same rate).
Stephanie, can you please send my your contact information (email and phone number)? This
will ensure I add you to the list for correspondence that TT will be using to share information.
Please feel free to follow up with me any time.
Have a nice day!
Janice
Janice Alers-Garcia | Ph.D. | Physical Scientist
Office of Science and Technology, Office of Water
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20460
Phone: (202) 566-0756 | alers-garcia.janice@epa.gov

From: Maurano, Stephen
Sent: Friday, March 9, 2018 1:01:17 PM
To: Alers-Garcia, Janice
Cc: Wilson, Stephanie
Subject: RE: Nutrient workshop

mailto:alers-garcia.janice@epa.gov


Good Morning Janice,
Colleagues from NV are wondering when they’ll be contact by Tt to complete travel arrangements?
Thanks,
Stephen Maurano
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 9
Water Division, Ecosystems Branch, Assessment Section
75 Hawthorne Street (WTR-2-1), San Francisco, CA 94105-3901
(415) 972-3477 maurano.stephen@epa.gov

From: Wilson, Stephanie 
Sent: Friday, March 09, 2018 9:52 AM
To: Maurano, Stephen <Maurano.Stephen@epa.gov>
Subject: Nutrient workshop
Stephen,
I am wondering if you have any new details about the nutrient workshop. NDEP is wondering about
the travel. Thanks. Stephanie
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